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Operational procedures for medical rooms for Child Sexual Abuse examination within a Paediatric setting
The following information refers to rooms used within a paediatric setting for the forensic medical examination of a child/young person (acute presentation within 7 days of assault) where forensic sampling is required). These rooms are often used for other clinical purposes and the following is generic advice and local practice may vary depending upon particular circumstances.

In all instances National and local Standard Infection Control Precautions (SICPs) Policies and national cleaning specification should be adhered to.
Operational Procedures
When preparing area for forensically clean examination in addition to below follow normal cleaning procedures.
Normal Cleaning Procedures
1. It is the responsibility of the person in charge (usually a senior nurse) to ensure that the care area is safe for practice and this includes environmental cleanliness/maintenance. 

2. Staff groups should be aware of their environmental cleaning schedules and be clear on their specific responsibilities. Cleaning protocols should include responsibility for; frequency of; and method of environment decontamination

3. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Protective clothing should be worn in accordance with “Cleaning and decontamination Policy “Procedure and the local COSHH assessment for the disinfectant used. The healthcare worker prior to any procedure must undertake a risk assessment where any chemicals including DISINFECTANTS or DETERGENTS are used.
4. Written records of cleaning should be kept for audit purposes
 Forensic Cleaning procedure (Examining Doctor)
It is necessary to decontaminate work surfaces of DNA before collecting forensic evidence.
Protective equipment – gloves, plastic apron and eye protection must be worn during cleaning.  
The following surfaces need to be wiped within the medical examination room:
Examination couch (before sterile disposable couch protector is applied), worktop, writing desk, chairs, door handles, sink and taps

All surfaces, with the exception of the floor, should be cleaned using a 1% Virkon solution, using the following methods; 
 For flat surfaces for example, counter top or examination couch - Apply 1% Virkon solution to the area via spray or squirt bottle application. Leave for approximately 30secs - note that if applied via squirt bottle the solution may need wiping to evenly distribute across the work area. After about 30 secs wipe the work area surface with a disposable cloth using a circular wiping motion and discard the cloth. Reapply Virkon solution to the work area, leave for approximately another 30 secs (again, ensuring that the solution is applied evenly to the work surface), wipe again in a circular motion with a fresh disposable cloth, and discard the cloth. Finally dry the bench surface with fresh paper towel and dispose of the used paper towel. 

For items like stationary, lighting and colposcope - wipe with 1% Virkon solution sprayed onto a disposable cloth, and use a fresh piece of white paper towel to dry the wiped areas.
To prevent DNA cross contamination the clinician taking the forensic samples should wear disposable gloves, gowns and a face mask.
The spray should be kept securely in a cool area when not in use.
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